The ANNUNCIATION as TRADITIONAL

FEAST OF THE INCARNATION

The Feast of the Annunciation is rooted in the early centuries of Christianity.  In the 200's Tertullian and Hippolytus helped identify March 25 as the likely date for Christ's death and conception–a belief noted by St. Augustine around 420.  In the 600's the Toledo and Trullan Councils refer to universal celebration of the Annunciation throughout Christendom.  Older names for the day (Conceptio Christi, Festum Incarnationis) reference Christ's conception/Incarnation–this and the nine-month gestational interval between March 25 and Christmas remind us of the hidden reality it celebrates.  In the Middle Ages, Annunciation Day also marked the beginning of the year and was commonly observed as New Year’s Day until the Gregorian calendar was gradually adopted in the 16th to 18th centuries.  A holy day of obligation for Catholics worldwide until the 1800s, it now maintains the high rank of a solemnity–the official celebration of which may be delayed in years with Easter week conflicts.  In recent times the advancing "culture of death" has prompted the right-to-life movement to embrace the feast for its pro-life implications, but even without the tragedy of legalized abortion, it would still be essential for Christians to honor this day commemorating the awe-inspiring moment God became man–the Word made flesh.

It is important to emphasize that a day honoring Christ's Incarnation in the womb of the Virgin Mary is something positive for all Christians to celebrate.  For example, for Catholics the Annunciation is the first of the five joyful mysteries, and as the feast of Christ's conception its designation as a "solemnity" refers not to a solemn or somber occasion but simply a yearly observance or festival--the root word "sollennis" meaning "annual."  For Christians it is a time to contemplate the virginal conception and prenatal life of Christ, and to express gratitude for the mysterious and wondrous gift of the Incarnation.

The ANNUNCIATION now DESIGNATED as

DAY OF THE UNBORN CHILD

In 1998 Argentina became the first nation to formally select the Annunciation feast date as a secular day of remembrance for pre-born children when President Carlos Menem formally declared March 25th as the “Day of the Unborn.”  This official recognition of the day elicited a response from Pope John Paul II who wrote to Menem expressing his desire that "the celebration of the 'Day of the Unborn' foster a positive choice in favor of life and the development of a culture oriented in this direction, which will ensure the promotion of human dignity in all situations" (Zenit 3/25/03).  Since then the Vatican's website has promoted the day, and many Latin American countries and the Philippines have officially established March 25 as a date to remember the unborn.  Organizations endorsing the pro-life and Incarnational celebration of the Annunciation include Human Life International, Priests for Life, Lutherans for Life, American Life League and most notably the Knights of Columbus in sponsoring Day of the Unborn Child events.  

The choice of the Annunciation as a day to remember the unborn makes it fundamentally different from other pro-life memorials.  For unlike those founded on the date of or in response to the relatively recent legalization of abortion, the “Day of the Unborn Child” is founded on a joyous feast of Christ's Incarnation deeply rooted in history.  As the name implies, it is a time to pray for all unborn children–to remember those whose lives were lost, and to give thanks for those who were spared.  It is a time to appreciate the gift of our own lives–for we all began as unborn children hidden in the wombs of our mothers.  

The tradition of celebrating Christ's conception nine months before Christmas theologically harmonizes the recent pro-life practice of sending "FirstDay" cards nine months before birthdays.  It also presents an ideal opportunity for a gentle introduction to the pro-life principle of the importance of conception, for Jesus' supernatural conception by the Holy Spirit as the moment of Incarnation beginning His earthly life, can be discussed freely in the hearing of children too young for a biological discussion of natural conception.

PRAYER to CHRIST UNBORN & 

In HIS HIDDEN and PUBLIC LIFE

The website features two prayers highlighting the significance of Christ's conception at the Annunciation–in the hope that a renewed reverence for and awareness of the prenatal life of Christ will engender a new respect for the life of all unborn children.  The first–"Prayer to Christ Unborn"–focuses directly on the life of the unborn Christ and is a petition for help in fighting the culture of death, while the second–"Prayer to Christ in His Hidden and Public Life"–begins with His prenatal life as part of a continuum leading to His Resurrection and addresses many serious problems facing humanity today.  Complimentary prayer card samples can be requested via the site and downloadable files are available to print plain text copies (8 per sheet) if large quantities are required.  Each version of the card features Annunciation scripture citations plus information on the March 25th feast day and its significance historically and as the "Day of the Unborn Child."  

PRAYER to CHRIST UNBORN:  

Dear Lord Jesus in the womb of Blessed Virgin Mary, before your birth You filled the unborn Baptist with the joy of the Holy Spirit.  Inspire us to see You in every unborn child.  Grant us the perseverance to defend vulnerable human life from abortion, abandonment, experimentation, and all violations.  Fill us with reverence for the moment of your Incarnation in Nazareth when the Word became flesh.  Amen.

PRAYER to CHRIST 

In HIS HIDDEN and PUBLIC LIFE:
Christ in the womb of Mary, save the unborn and bless their defenders.  Christ the child, shield the innocent and uphold those who guide them.  Christ the adolescent, lead our impressionable youth and sanctify their role models.  Christ the worker, strengthen all who toil for subsistence and inspire fairness and honesty in the workplace.  Christ the teacher, help us learn charity, gratitude, and forgiveness in place of indulgence, ignorance, and arrogance.  Christ the healer, imbue the medical and scientific community with a full respect for every human life.  Christ crucified, comfort the afflicted and soften hardened hearts.  Christ resurrected, save us all.  Amen. 













