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e we're given apresent we know it's nof magically oreated while we open the box.

The aiff was already thereit existed outside our awareness, The day it was made js

ant, making the rests possible, The dﬂg’ ity unwrapged is special too. Before, we have

1 [ anding exactly what i is, we trust
i somethmg wonderful waiting for ws we can look fortad-fo having at the Fmp_er
fher, we el the ]og&satls[ao jon 0f seeing & holding whiat’ inside. At Christ’s hieth

(od revealed what He iad in store-for us, hidden within Mary fkom the dﬂ( of Annunciaion.
y

(hrist concetved af the Annunciation as the ultimate aift, perfect

wrapped by Mﬂ(%v

idden for 9 months, when He was revealed at the 15t Christmas 6o those so loved
o receive Him~God made fuman for us all..& mark the 23¢h of March & December.
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of history are all around us. The past leaves prints @
& our calendar contains intriguing cultural clues.

4 months are named for Latin ordinal numbers-September,
October, November & December stand for 7, 8, 9 & 10-yet
we know them as the 9th, 10th, 11th & 12th months of the

year. What's behind this odd 2-month discrepancy? Their
names date from an ancient 10-month Roman calendar year
that began in March. 2 millennia later the names still worked
even in a 12-month year, for the Middle-Ages celebrated
New Year’s on the March 25th Annunciation Day-exactly 9 ]
.+ months before Christmas, it marked the feast of Christ's &I
%concepﬁon/lncarnaﬁon. March 25th continued as _ P )(f
=l

New Year’s Day until adogti(t)ﬁl of !(Illql glia% orian ZJ’ /
y the mid- S.

Y calendar, completed
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Beyond spring as a season for fun,
the main theory of its origin is that it dates back to
the change from the old New Year observed on the

March 25th Annunciation Feast of Christ's
‘>72 conception 9 months before Christmas. When
®  nations began adopting the Jan.1st New Year in
the 1500s, people who refused to abandon the ®
Mar.25 New Year & its week-long celebration lasting

to Apr.1 were called April Fools~but is it foolish to
celebrate the Incarnation for a whole week?
Be a Fool for Christ y'
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S pringtime is traditionally a season for mirth,

but ‘the most prominent theory for the origin

of April Fools' Day is that it marks the end of
the week-long celebration of the old New Year's Day,
which until the 18th century was still widely observed
on the March 25th Annunciation Day feast of Christ's
conception (9 months before Christmas). The_ &
New Year festivities extended into the next.

month~April Ist also known as All Fools' Day.
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The March 25th Annunciation feast of Christ’s conception
(9 months before Christmas) was the pre-18th-century New
Year’s Day whose week-long festivities lasted to the 1st of the

next month, which became known as April (All) Fools’ Day.

Britain’s tax-year ends on April 5, which, minus the
6\ 11 extra days of our Gregorian calendar, is March 25. "/-G
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To distinguish between them think of the names for Christ’s
conception feast~Conceptio Christi, Festum Incarnationis &
now, easy way to

9 the 25 birth

The feasts for Mary's conception (Dec. 8) & birth (Sep. 8) aret
also 9 months apart, so knowing one will reveal the other.







